DECISION RECORD

EA LOG NO. OR-010-2002-04

Applicant: Beaty Butte Grazing Association

Address: Adel, Oregon County: Lake

BLM Office Lakeview District Phone No. 947-2177
Decision Record

Decision:

The decision is to construct 1.5 miles of temporary electric wire in two locations south of the Beaty
Butte wildfire of 2000. One segment of fence would close off the west entrance to west gulch and the
other segment would run about 1 mile from the east side of Mahogany Butte southeast across the
saddle and the road to the base of a butte.

Rationale:

The objective of the new fence segments would be to close trails and routes that livestock could use to
get from the southern side of the north pasture into East-West gulch and the area burmmed by the
wildfire. The Environmental Assessment (EA-OR-010-2002-04) analyzed 6 fence segments to keep
the caitle south of the wildfire, but it was determined during field inspection that only two of the fence
segments would be needed to achieve the objective.

This project is in conformance with the 1998 Beaty Butte Allotment Management Plan FEIS and ROD,
Wamner Lakes MFP and the 1983 Lakeview Grazing Management Environmental Impact Statement
and ROD. During the 30-day public review period, no comments were received.
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Scott R.Florence, Manager Date
Lakeview Field Office




FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
Beaty Butte Fire Electric Fence
EA No. OR 010-2002-04

The Bureau of Land Management, Lakeview Resource Area, has
analyzed a proposal te construct about 3.0 miles of temporary
two strand electric fence. One alternative (No Action ) was
alsc considered. The fences would be in 6 segments designed
to keep cattle off the Beaty Butte wildfire that burned in
2000.0ne fence segment is located in the west entrance of West
Gulch and the other five segments would run east-west thru the
saddles south of Shirk Lookout and Mahogany Butte. (See Map)
These fence segments would close routes and trails that
livestock could use to access the wildfire area. This project
is in conformance with the Warner Lakes MFP, the 1983 Lakeview
Grazing Management Environmental Impact Statement and the
Beaty Butfe Allotment Management Plan and Final Environmental
Impact Statement (1998).

There are no floodplain, wild and scenic rivers, riparian
areas, known hazardous waste areas, areas of religious
concern, prime or unique farm lands in the immediate project
area. The project area does not qualify for potential
wilderness designation. No adverse or beneficial significant
impact is anticipated to lands and minerals. Surveys found no
threatened or endangered plants or cultural or paleontological
resources in the area.

On the basis of the analysis contained in the attached EA and all
other available information, it is my determination that none of the
alternatives analyzed constitute a major federal action that would
adversely impact the quality of the human environment. Therefore an
Environmental Tmpact Statement (EIS) is unnecessary and will not be
prepared. '
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Sscott R. Florence, Manager Date
Lakeview Field Qffice




EA Number: OR-010-2002-04

PROJECT TITLE/TYPE: Beaty Butte Fire Tenmporary fences

PROJECT LOCATI ON: (see attached map).

BLM OFFI CE: Lakevi ew Resource Area, Lakeview District

LEASE/ SERI AL/ CASE FILE #: N/ A

APPLI CANT (if any): Boothe and Beaty Butte Grazing Association

CONFORMANCE W TH APPLI CABLE LAND USE PLAN: This proposed action is subject to
one or nore of the followi ng |and use plans.

Name of Pl ans: Warner Lakes Management Framework Pl ans (MFPs), as anmended (1982,
1983, 1989, and 1995), Lakeview Grazing Management FEI'S and ROD (1982), Oregon
W | derness FEI'S and ROD (1989 and 1991), Wl derness Interim Management Policy
(1995), Vegetation Treatnent on BLMLands in Thirteen Western States FEI'S and ROD
(1991), Supplenent to the Northwest Area Noxious Weed Control Program FEI'S and
ROD (1987), Integrated Noxi ous Weed Control Program EA #OR-013-93-03 (1994),
Lakevi ew Di strict Fire Management Plan - Phase 1 (1998), W I dland and Prescribed
Fire Management Policy (1998), Emergency Fire Rehabilitation Handbook (1998),
Rangel and Reform ‘94 FEI'S and ROD (1995), Standards for Rangel and Health and
Gui del i nes for Livestock Grazing Managenent for Public Lands Adm ni stered by the
Bur eau of Land Managenment in the States of Oregon and Washi ngton (1997)and Beaty
Butte All ot ment Management Pl an and Final Environmental |npact Statement (1998).

PURPOSE and NEED FOR ACTION: To facilitate proper managenent of the entire Beaty
Butte Allotment, it is necessary to graze the north pasture during the 2002
season. The Beaty Butte WIldfire in 2000 requires protection from |ivestock
during the growi ng season of 2002 to allow full recovery. Therefore a tenporary
fence needs to be constructed to keep livestock off the 2000 wildfire, at |east
during the growi ng season.

DESCRI PTI ON of PROPOSED ACTI ON: The tenporary fence would consist of a two wire
electric fence built in 6 segnments and totaling about 3 mles. One segment of
fence would <close off the west entrance to west gulch and the other segments
woul d run east-west thru the saddl es south of Shirks Lookout and Mahogany Butte
(see Map). These fence segments would close trails and routes that |ivestock
could use to get fromthe southern side of the north pasture into East-West gul ch
and the area burned by the wildfire.

ALTERNATI VES:

#1) Alternative 1- NO ACTION - Rely on herding and the topography to keep
livestock off the wildfire area.

AFFECTED ENVI RONMENT: The area i npacted by the fences would be areas dom nated
by bi g sagebrush/bunch grass m xed with | ow sagebrush/grass sites. The inpacted
areas would be the side slopes and saddles along the ridgeline south of East-
West Gulch. A portion of the Beatys Butte allotnment covers all of the Spaul di ng
W | derness Study Area (WSA).

ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACTS: The potential environmental inpacts resulting fromthe




alternatives relative to the following critical resource values were eval uat ed
The following is a summary of the results:

Critical Element/ Af f ect ed Critical Element/ Af fect ed
Resource Val ue Yes No Resource Val ue Yes No
Air Quality X T & E Species X
ACEC/ RNAs X W | der ness X
Cul tural WIld & Scenic
Resour ces X Ri vers X
Farm ands, Hazar dous Wastes
Pri me/ Uni que X X
Fl oodpl ai ns X Water Quality X
Native American Wet | ands/ Ri pari an
Cul tural/ X Zones X
Rel i gi ous Concerns
Low | ncome/ X Noxi ous Weeds X
M nority
Popul ati ons

DESCRI PTI ON of OTHER | MPACTS

Proposed Action - There would be sonme tenporary ground disturbance along the
fence route, but it would be limted to sites where the posts would be driven and
possi bly some m nor sagebrush <clearing along the fence line to avoid groundi ng
the electric fence. There would not be a change in the number, kind, class of
livestock, and season of use authorized and used during the 1976 grazing fee year
within the portion of the allotment covering the Spaul di ng WSA. No inpacts to
the area’s wilderness values would occur under this alternative. The proposed
temporary electrical fence would be | ocated outside of the Spaul ding WSA.

Alternative 1 - Cattle may drift into the wildfire area during the growi ng season
and graze on grass plants still recovering from the stress of the wildfire.
Grazing a growi ng grass plant during just the second year following a fire would
reduce the plants ability to photosynthesize and replace del eted carbohydrate
reserves in the plant roots. This reduces plant vigor and could cause some
plants to die.

DESCRI PTI ON of M TI GATI ON MEASURES and RESI DUAL | MPACTS:

The fence would be marked with some col orful ribbon so as warn wildlife that the
fence is there. The fence is temporary and would be renmoved in the fall
Throughout the season of use, the cattle would be herded to predeterm ned areas
within specific time frames to avoid negative inmpacts to vegetation and vi sua
condi tions.

NOXI OUS WEED CONSI DERATI ONS: Fence woul d be built using trucks near the road and
ATV's along the route away from the road. These ATV's would be washed before
using them The fence line would be nonitored to identify and treat any new
noxi ous weed infestations.




PERSONS/ AGENCI ES CONSULTED: Lakevi ew Resource Area Specialists and Beaty Butte
Grazing Association Permttees.

PREPARER(S): Les Boothe, BLM RMS



